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augury. Such dismal forebodings are no novelty.
Every age produces its prophecies of coming woes.
Nothing would be easier than to make out a catena
of testimonies from great men at every stage of the
world's history, declaring each in turn that the cup
of iniquity was now at last overflowing, and that
corruption had reached so unprecedented a step that
some great catastrophe must be approaching. A
man of unusually lofty morality is, for that reason,
more keenly sensitive to the lowness of the average
standard, and too easily accepts the belief that the
evils before his eyes must be in fact greater, and not,
as may perhaps be the case, only more vividly per-
ceived, than those of the bygone ages. A call to
repentance easily takes the form of an assertion that
the devil is getting the upper hand ; and we may
hope that the pessimist view is only a form of the
discontent which is a necessary condition of im-
provement. Anyhow, the diametrical conflict of
prophecies suggests one remark which often im-
presses me. We are bound to call each other by
terribly hard names. A gentleman assures me in
print that I am playing the devil's game; depriving
my victims, if I have any, of all the beliefs that can
make life noble or happy, and doing my best to
destroy the very first principles of morality. Yet I
meet my adversary in the flesh, and find that he